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petition of the Publishers' Association had done, with the result
that the libraries retained their right.
But at a later date the distressing news reached Cambridge
that, on 4 December 1911, Lord Montagu of Beaulieu, at the
instance of the Publishers' Association, had introduced two dan-
gerous amendments to the Copyright Bill. These were:
"1. That all demands for books, except in the case of the British
Museum, shall be made in writing direct to the publisher by the
Librarian, and it shall be understood that no book will be asked for
which is not intended to be permanently added to the Library for
which it is claimed.
"2. That in the event of a book being claimed by the Librarian of
either the Bodleian Library, Oxford; the University Library, Cam-
bridge; the Library of the Faculty of Advocates at Edinburgh; or the
Library of Trinity College, Dublin, which the publisher objects to
give on the ground that it is unsuitable for the library for which it is
claimed, the publisher may appeal to an independent person, nomin-
ated by the Treasury, whose decision shall be final. Notice of appeal
shall be made to the Treasury through the Clerk of the Stationers*
Company, and the Treasury shall, if required, appoint an arbitrator
once in each year for the purpose of deciding all appeals of which
notice shall have been given."1
Such ckuses were obviously subversive to the interests of the
libraries. However, again through the instrumentality of Francis
Jenkinson, who haunted the Parliamentary Lobbies during the
debates, these ckuses were defeated and withdrawn, as was also
Lord GorelTs amendment, which was that: "Written demand
shall be sent direct to the publisher of each book, containing a
statement, by the Librarian or by the library for which the de-
mand is made, that in his opinion the book demanded is suitable
and needed for the purposes of the library, to be signed by him or
one of his subordinates."
The imperilled copyright privilege was finally ceded un-
conditionally to the five libraries. A unique compromise, how-
ever, was made in connection with the National Library of Wales.
It was proposed that this Library should in future be entitled to
a free copy of every Welsh and otter Celtic book, and of any bock
about Wales, irrespective of the price or of the limited number of
any such edition. The Library was also to be entitled, with certain
exceptions, to copies of all other books published in the United
1 ParUamenUary Debates, HX., 1911, vol. 10, p. 480.